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Landscapes tell the stories of territories and people.

The various landscapes in the territory around Bologna make up a
living mosaic. They tell of the transformations brought about by man
in order to make the land more fertile and productive, they display
traces of the ages which have succeeded each other, they bear
masterworks of art and of popular religious feeling, as well as hints
of the original natural environment.

The territory around Bologna may be looked upon as a jewel-case of
art, nature and culture: extraordinary monuments, artistic outpourings
of singular beauty, together with important historical and cultural
remains, are set among mountains, hills, plains, rivers and lakes,
providing a rich continuity of harmonious, suggestive beauty.

The true wealth of our territory lies in its alternation of differing,

but equally spectacular, landscapes, in its richly complete cultural,
environmental and tourist context.

“Valley Itineraries” serves as a showcase for this wealth: tiny cities of
art, vestiges of ancient civilizations, churches and historical dwelling-
places are to be found throughout our countryside.

The fascination of the territory around Bologna translates into long
summer sunsets, into shimmering autumn sunlight, into virgin winter
whiteness and the fresh, variegated colours of spring. In order to get
the genuine feel of our peaceful valleys, we suggest that, whenever
possible, you leave your car behind and continue on foot or by
bicycle along the footpaths through the meadows and woods, or

by ski in the winter, to enjoy and discover the infinite range of views.
The valleys are green areas of the greatest landscape and
environmental interest and can now be experienced more directly
and at first hand, as a result of adequate services and equipment.
The territory is now able to satisfy the requirements of tourists

and visitors as well as those of the most demanding sportsmen.
There is a kind of nature which is gentle, which captures the gaze
from a distance and is pleasant to experience close up, which gives
rise to harmonious sensations.

The traveller who loves mountains, snow and open-air sports will
certainly feel the attraction of our valleys, where a simple sporting
weekend may easily turn into an opportunity to broaden his
knowledge and culture. We are addressing the alert and sensitive
tourist: in our valleys, in the tiny towns of art and the surrounding
hills, a fascinating atmosphere predominates. Everything moves in
accordance with ancient rhythms inherited from the surrounding
nature. Promoting tourism which is respectful of this atmosphere

means investing in “gentle” tourism and discouraging the “hit and run”
kind.

Beatrice Draghetti Marco Strada

President of the Provincia di Bologna Councillor for Tourism
of the Provincia di Bologna
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Readers’ Guide

The province of Bologna, set between Tuscany and the nearby cities of Modena, Ferrara and
Ravenna, includes the last strip of Emilia and the seven municipalities, the territories of which are
already part of the historical region of Romagna. It is a landscape that rises from the lowlands of
the Po Plain and rises to the almost 2,000 mts of the Corno alle Scale, which concludes the
Apennine side with its unmistakeable profile and its great skiing zone. The fulcrum of the cultural
aspect is the museum system, a network of a hundred or more museums covering the city and
the province. Important art collections thus sit side by side with exhibitions displaying the
excellent products of this land, of which motors are perhaps the most significant feature. Also
available to all is a natural heritage which is truly unique, not only for its environmental beauties
but also for the innumerable opportunities it offers to lovers of sports and open-air activities in
general. And then, Gastronomy and Wine. Bologna is the Italian Province with the highest
number of products identified with European DPO and GPI (equivalent, in the guide, to the Italian
acronyms DOP and IGP) labels and it has the largest surface in the Emilia-Romagna region
dedicated to biological products. The territory of Bologna is also rich in thermal springs: each
type of water - sulphurous, saline, ferruginous or bituminous - is the subject of special treatment
which the new techniques and scientific knowledge of today render increasingly precise and
satisfying. Lastly, events: treat these pages as a sort of “theatrical play-bill’, to be consulted
carefully in order not to miss anything interesting taking place on that great natural stage which
is the territory of Bologna. A theatre which we might describe as atypical in the sense that the
tourist is not just the spectator but also the leading actor in the various productions which
unfold from the mountain to the plain, in municipalities as well as in smaller towns, parks and
oases, in a miscellany where nature and the landscape form wonderful backdrops.

This guide has been created to help visitors find their way around this extraordinary historical,
cultural and natural variety and to discover all that is to be found in these places.

“Discover the Valleys” discusses four areas to be visited, based on the four valleys of the
province, each of which has a strong personality and identity of its own. Thus we start with
the Samoggia Valley, the ancient borderland between “Longobardia” and “Romania’

Next comes the Reno Valley, a river with a name echoing the distant Rhine - called the Reno
in Italian - and which more than any other has left its traces on the territory of Bologna over
the centuries. This is followed by the Bolognese Valleys, embracing the Idice, Savena and
Setta, which have always been trod by travellers and pilgrims heading for Rome or Tuscany.
Last are the Imolese Valleys, which are by now in the territory of Romagna. All these
itineraries begin in the Apennines and continue in the plain, in order not to miss the
opportunity to rediscover each time same mixture of atmospheres and suggestive values.
For the territory of the province lies half in the plain and half in the hills and mountains.

The two parts are separated by the Via Emilia, on which have been developed the largest
inhabited centres. It's easy to keep a sense of direction - just remember that the mountains
are to the south! Each section is divided into two parts, dedicated to the apennines and the
plain, and presents their historical-environmental and logistic aspects, as well as their food
and drink specialities, a detailed map of the territory and boxes giving details of information
offices and events or initiatives of various kinds involving the municipalities in the valley.

Six themes entitled “Enjoy the Valleys” appear within the pages dedicated to the presentation
of the Provincial territory. Different coloured boxes offer practical information or curiosities
which the visitor will find along his chosen itinerary, an itinerary which he may even have
worked out for himself, taking his inspiration from the themes offered: Nature, Sport

and Active Tourism, Culture (Museums, Famous Names, Historical Theatres, Science

and Technique, History and Culture), Gastronomy and Wine, Spas & Wellness,

The present publishing project will reserve a separate publication for Bologna, a unique city
with a character all its own.
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Museums

Cad’ la Ghironda - Zola Predosa

Arsenio Crespellani Civil Museum - Bazzano
Eco-Museum of the Hills and Wine
Castello di Serravalle

Nigelli Collection of historical motorbikes
Monte San Pietro

Water Eco-Museum - Sala Bolognese
Museum of sacred art - San Giovanni

in Persiceto

Museum of the Sky and the Earth

San Giovanni in Persiceto
Archaeological-Environmental Museum
San Giovanni in Persiceto

Lamborghini Museum - SantAgata Bolognese
Leo Preti Puppet Museum - Crevalcore
Guido Mattioli Peace Museum - Crevalcore
Marconi Museum - Sasso Marconi
Pompeo Aria National Etruscan Museum
Marzabotto

Giorgio Morandi Documentation Centre
and Morandi House Museum - Grizzana
Morandi

Giovanni Carpani Ethnographic Museum
Lizzano in Belvedere

Laborantes Museum - Porretta Terme
DEMM Museum of motorbikes

and mopeds - Porretta Terme

Villa Smeraldi Institution and Museum

of Rural Culture - Bentivoglio

G. Romagnoli Museum of Rural Culture
and Hemp - Bentivoglio

Frabboni House - San Pietro in Casale
Civil Museum - Pieve di Cento

M.A.G.l. ‘900 - Giulio Bargellini Museum
of Art by 20" century Italian Generations
Pieve di Cento

Civil Art Gallery - Pieve di Cento

“Winter Line” Museum - Pianoro

Civilta dei Mestieri Museum - Pianoro
Museum of Apennine Farming Culture
Monghidoro

Parish Museum - Monghidoro

Luigi Fantini Archaeological Museum
Monterenzio

Luigi Donini Prehistoric Museum

San Lazzaro di Savena

Claterna, the lost city - Ozzano dell’Emilia
Museum of the National Institute

of Wild Fauna - Ozzano dell’Emilia
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Museum of Domestic Animal Anatomy
Ozzano dellEmilia

Collection of Antique Surgical Instruments
Ozzano dellEmilia

Ercolani Museum of Pathological Anatomy
and Veterinary Teratology

Ozzano dellEmilia

Domenico Inzaghi Art Gallery - Budrio
Municipal Archaeological and Palaeo
Environmental Museum - Budrio

Museum of the Idice Valley - Budrio
Museum of the Ocarina and Terracotta
Musical Instruments - Budrio

Puppet Museum - Budrio

| Gessi e il Fiume Visitors' Centre

Borgo Tossignano

Museum of Material Culture

Borgo Tossignano

Mengoni Archive Museum - Fontanelice
War Museum - Castel del Rio

Museum of the Chestnut Tree - Castel del Rio
Battilani Collection of historical
motorbikes - Imola

Museum and Gallery of the Diocese - Imola
Museum of San Domenico - Imola
Museum of the Ceramic Cooperative - Imola
Rocca Sforzesca - Imola

Palazzo Tozzoni - Imola

Museum of the Resistance and the
Twentieth Century C.I.D.R.A. - Imola
Municipal Museum - Medicina

Rocca Malvezzi Campeggi - Dozza

Parish Museum - Dozza

Culture and Famous Names
Giuseppe Dossetti

Matilde di Canossa

Giulio Cesare Croce
Marcello Malpighi
Guglielmo Marconi
Giorgio Morandi

Alvar Aalto

Conte Cesare Mattei
Girolamo da Casio

Pupi Avati

Giulietta Masina

Il Guercino

Alice Zeppilli

Il Ramazzotto

Leo Nucci

Francesco Molinari Pradelli
Quirico Filopanti
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Giuseppe Massarenti
Amico Aspertini
Luca Ghini

Andrea Costa
Innocenzo da Imola
Ebe Stignani
Leonardo da Vinci
Caterina Sforza

Il Passatore

Lorenzo Campeggi

Historical Theatres

Politeama Communal Theatre

San Giovanni in Persiceto

Ferdinando Bibiena Theatre
Sant’Agata Bolognese

Communal Theatre - Crevalcore
Alice Zeppilli Municipal Theatre
Pieve di Cento

Communal Theatre - Castello dArgile
Consorziale Theatre - Budrio

Ebe Stignani Communal Theatre - Imola
Communal Theatre - Mordano

Science and Technique

Water Eco-Museum and Water-Pumping
Plant of Bagnetto

“Guglielmo Marconi” Foundation
Water Power: the Suviana Brasimone
hydroelectric complex
Emiliano-Romagnolo Canal

Monte Galletto Wind-Power Park
Zoo Aquarium of Imola

“Croce del Nord” Radio-Telescope
of Medicina: the voice of the stars

Astronomical Observatories:
Monte San Pietro

San Giovanni in Persiceto
Loiano

Imola

Land of motors:

Nigelli Collection of historical motorbikes
Lamborghini Museum

DEMM Museum of motorbikes

and mopeds

“Enzo and Dino Ferrari” International
Racetrack

Battilani Collection of historical
motorbikes
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History and Culture

The battle of Zappolino

and the stolen bucket

Re Enzo and the Tower of Anzola
Anzola before Emilia: the “Terramare” villages
A short guide for a visit to the Romanesque
Parish Church of Sala Bolognese
Piazzetta Betlemme - San Giovanni

in Persiceto

The Abbey of Nonantola

The Chiusa (the Sluice) and Reno Canal
The Roman Aqueduct

The Counts of Panico

Montovolo, the Crusaders

and the Via Francigena

The Maestri Comacini

Castel d’Aiano, land of nativity scenes
Sanctuary of the Madonna dellAcero
The Terme di Porretta

The Church of Calvigi

The Navile Canal

The Amilia Ars

The Maceri and Hemp

The “centuriazione”

The Partisans’ Guardhouse

Napoleon and the Duchy of Galliera
Pieve di Cento School of Lutemaking
The Bolognese art of Bell-ringing

The Futa and the Grand Tour

Mount of the Ants

The Celts

Water Mill Route

The County of Bentivoglio

The “Direttissima” and the “Great Tunnel
of the Apennines”

Sanctuary of the Madonna of Bocca di Rio
The legend of the love between the Knight
Rolando and the Abbadessa Lucia

The “Mondine” (rice-workers)

The plantations of the Po Valley

The Gothic Line

The Piratello

The Hospital Pharmacy

The Partecipanza
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Regional Parks

The Park of the Abbey of Monteveglio
The Historical Park of Monte Sole

The Park of the Lakes

The Park of Corno alle Scale

The Park of Bolognese Gypsums

and the Abbadessa Gullies

The Park of the Chalk Vein of Romagna

Provincial Parks
The Park of Montovolo
The Park of “La Martina”

Oases, Reserves, Places and Itineraries
The Hortus Conclusus

Castello di Serravalle

Salt Water and the River Marcatore

The Seven-Church Trail

Calanchi

“Golena di San Vitale” Area of Ecological
Restructuring

The Water Eco-Museum:

Dosolo Flood-basin

The Manzolino Oasis of the San Giovanni
Canal Flood Basin

“La Bora” Area of Ecological Restructuring
“Vasche Ex Zuccherificio”

Area of Ecological Restructuring

Parco Talon (the Sluice Park)

The San Gherardo S.APAB.A. Nature Reserve

The Pliocene Foothills Reserve
Nova Arbora Botanical Garden
Exotic and Wild Fauna Centre

Casalecchio di Reno
Casalfiumanese
Castel d'Aiano
Castel del Rio
Castel di Casio

72 The River Limentra and its valley

77 The caves of Labante

80 The Corno alle Scale

92 Educational and tourist itinerary
in the land of chestnuts

100 Ex-Rice Paddies of Bentivoglio “La Rizza”
Qasis Area of Ecological Restructuring

104 Area of Ecological Restructuring:
Partisans Guardhouse

107 The Panfilia woods “La Bisana”
Area of Ecological Restructuring

19 The Paleotto Park

120 The Pian di Macina Amphibian Centre

120 The Zena Valley

122 The Gardens of Casoncello

124 The Alpe of Monghidoro

133 The Lake of Santa Maria

150 The Vallazza and the Marmorta Valley

152 “La Comune” and “La Valle” Nature Reserves

154 “Baricella Oasis” Area of Ecological
Restructuring

183 The “Bosco della Frattona” Nature Reserve
The Quadrone Nature Reserve and the

191 Fracassata Valley

191 The farm-tourism route of the Medicina
wet zones

199 The Sillaro Valley

199 The Sellustra Valley

Spas & Wellness

88 Porretta Terme
126 Monterenzio
192 Castel San Pietro Terme

Alphabetic index

page Towns 186 Castel Guelfo
38 Anzola dellEmilia 97 Castel Maggiore
13 Argelato 192 Castel San Pietro Terme
153 Baricella m2 Castello d'Argile
23 Bazzano 28 Castello di Serravalle
99 Bentivoglio 143 Castenaso
166 Borgo Tossignano 132 Castiglione dei Pepoli
144 Budrio 2 Crespellano
39 Calderara di Reno 49 Crevalcore
71 Camugnano 195 Dozza

169 Fontanelice

79 Gaggio Montano
105 Galliera

91 Granaglione

157 Granarolo dell'Emilia
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Mercato delle cose buone

(Market of Fine Produce)

The Wine and Flavours Route

“Cities, Castles and Cherries”

Mortadella di Bologna IGP

Anelloni di Bazzano

Gnocco fritto (or Crescentina)

The Precious White Truffle

of the Bolognese Hills

DOC “Colli Bolognesi” Wines

Sabadoni and Mostarda Bolognese
Africanetti and Savoiardi di Persiceto

The Traditional Melons and Watermelons
of San Giovanni della Decima

Tigella

The potatoes of Tolé

Zuccherini Montanari

Mushrooms and Truffles in the Apennines
Borlengo and Zampanella
Parmigiano-Reggiano DOP

The flavours of Corno alle Scale
Chestnut Beer of Granaglione

Tagliatelle

Sughi d'uva (grape must desserts)

DOC “Reno” Wines

Montagnamica and the Route of the Bread
The “Fuori Porta” Market

Asparago Verde di Altedo IGP

The Tortellino of Bologna

The “Imola Hills” Wine and Flavours Route
The Ficattola and the Pié fritta

Marrone di Castel del Rio IGP

Cipolla di Medicina IGP

Regional Wine Store of Emilia-Romagna

Grizzana Morandi
Imola

Lizzano in Belvedere
Loiano
Malalbergo
Marzabotto
Medicina
Minerbio
Molinella
Monghidoro
Monte San Pietro
Monterenzio
Monteveglio
Monzuno
Mordano

Sport and Active Tourism

58
61
72
82
85
100
m

124
126
128
131
133

138

168

27
35
74
129
143
192

140
19
108
87
40
130
102
)
137
103
47
59
3]
65

Canoeing

Free Climbing

Canoening, Rafting and Sailing

Snow

Cycling in the Corno alle Scale

The Navile Cicle Track

By bycicle in the land of the Guercino
and by mountain bike and on horseback
along the Reno

Tarzaning - Adventure Park

The crossing of the Five Bolognese Valleys
Trekking from Bologna to Florence

The Via degli Dei (Route of the Gods)
The Via dei Santuari

(Route of the Sanctuaries)

The Cycling Route on the Chalk Veins

of San Lazzaro di Savena

Excursions on the Chalk Vein of Romagna

Golf Club

Campanino Golf Club - Monteveglio
Bologna Golf Club - Monte San Pietro

La Prossima Golf School - Castel di Casio
Molino del Pero Golf Club - Monzuno
Casalunga Golf Club - Castenaso

Le Fonti Golf Club - Castel San Pietro Terme

Orange box in each valley and in each town

Ozzano dell’Emilia
Pianoro

Pieve di Cento

Porretta Terme

Sala Bolognese

San Benedetto Val di Sambro
San Giorgio di Piano

San Giovanni in Persiceto
San Lazzaro di Savena
San Pietro in Casale
Sant’Agata Bolognese
Sasso Marconi

Savigno

Vergato

Zola Predosa

n
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2 Park of Corno alle Scale
(Parco del Corno alle Scale)

3 Park of the Lakes (Parco dei Laghi)

4 Historical Park of Monte Sole
(Parco Storico di Monte Sole)

5 Park of Bolognese Gypsums
and the Abbadessa Gullies
(Parco dei Gessi Bolognesi
e Calanchi dellAbbadessa)

6 Park of the Chalk Vein of Romagna
(Parco della Vena del Gesso
Romagnola)
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